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STEPHEN THORPE SOLO SHOW AT ORA-ORA

HONG KONG – February 20, 2025 Ora-Ora is pleased to announce a new solo show by UK-born, US-based artist Stephen Thorpe. The title is The Last Word Always Belongs to the Mountain. This new exhibition will take place at Ora-Ora’s Tai Kwun space during Art Month (March 2025). The artist will also be part of Ora-Ora’s group show at Art Basel Hong Kong.

Thorpe returns to Ora-Ora in Hong Kong for a second solo show, a city where he taught at Savannah College of Art and Design for several years. The artist will be travelling from his home in New York City to Hong Kong to be present at the opening event and available for interview.  

In this brand-new solo exhibition at Ora-Ora, the paintings are all new, never seen before, and represent a subtle, visual pivot from his previous solo exhibition at Ora-Ora, Enter the Forest at its Darkest Point (2022).

The title is a quotation from Russia-born mountaineer Anatoli Boukreev, whose words intone a deep accordance of respect for the mountain. Throughout history and across cultures, mountains have been regarded as places of power and mysticism, home to deities, ascetic sages, and creatures of myth. Depicted as thresholds between the mortal world and the divine, their rugged peaks form the border where human ambition meets the unknown.

Thorpe’s new paintings explore our fractured relationship with these culturally significant landscapes, through contrasts of tone and texture, challenging our assumptions of what is marginal and what is teeming with life and meaning. In so doing, he inverts our expectations of the exterior and the interior, and invites a conscious examination of interiority. His paintings frame far-off mountains with unique flatness and eerie unreality, while birds are harbingers of vague foreboding.

Textural contrast is formed through the juxtaposition of a quasi-woven, hewn “frame,” and the mountain range in the centre. Thorpe muses on a disconnect of modern lives, how we have become unanchored from manual labour, from tradition and centuries-old certainties, forging a tangible sense of groundlessness which his paintings amplify.

In the words of Ora-Ora co-founder and CEO, Henrietta Tsui-Leung, “Stephen Thorpe’s new series is a journey to far away mountain ranges, yet deeply connected to our society and to our own psychology. His paintings represent beautiful schisms, chasms, fractures and surprising harmonies in which we learn surprising truths about ourselves.”

Stephen Thorpe embodies unique combinations of psychology and landscape, deliciously pairing the lavish and opulent with the prosaic. His work resists classification, drawing on thematic influences including Carl Jung, and stylistic precedents from Japanese woodcuts and the landscapes of Scotland.

Thorpe’s intricately composed paintings are deliberately rendered to represent dualities, synergies, and contradictions. Such nuances are present in all aspects of the work – from his painterly process, with visceral and physical applications of paint paired with contemplative, controlled marks; to the chosen subject matter, encompassing busy patterns, half-familiar objects, and skewed perspectives juxtaposed with quiet, singular planes of colour.
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About Stephen Thorpe
Stephen Thorpe was born in Margate, England in 1981. He graduated with an MA in Painting from the Royal College of Art in London and held the post of Professor of Painting at the Savannah College of Art and Design (SCAD) in Georgia, USA before moving to his current home in New York City. Stephen Thorpe is known for his colourful, interior-based paintings, which often include everyday objects from the 1980s or 1990s. The works are a visual manifestation of an ongoing and in-depth self-analysis of the personal and collective unconscious mind – what Carl Jung termed “individuation.” In basic terms, the rooms are the mind. Thorpe’s work presents a rich tapestry of fragmented imagery. As he notes, “both processes – the process of individuation and the process of painting – are aimed at unveiling a deeper truth and understanding of oneself.”  He has been the recipient of numerous prizes, including the Basil H. Alkazzi Foundation Scholarship, Saatchi’s Showdown Prize and the Royal Scottish Academy’s The Skinny Award. His work is included in prominent private and museum collections and has been featured in solo and group exhibitions at Saatchi Gallery, London, Denny Dimin Gallery, New York, Copeland Gallery, London, Summerhall, Edinburgh, the Royal Scottish Academy, Edinburgh, as well as with Ora-Ora at Art Basel Hong Kong and KIAF Art Seoul, and in solo show Enter the Forest at its Darkest Point (2022).

About Ora-Ora
Ora-Ora began in Hong Kong in 2006 and quickly established itself as a force and catalyst for innovation and openness of expression. Academically rigorous and philosophically-minded, our artists embody a fresh spirit of curiosity and enquiry. By interpreting and re-evaluating established frameworks of thought, they pursue unforeseen perspectives on the world around us. Ora-Ora believes in the power of eschewing boundaries and limitations, and combines an esteem for ancient traditions with a passion for the most contemporary and ground-breaking artistic media. Long recognized for our successful development of Asian creative talent, we have grown to represent artists from Asia, Europe and the US. Restlessly broadening our horizons, we continue to develop alliances and partnerships with institutions worldwide to enable discovery of our artists in new environments.

Dr. Henrietta Tsui-Leung, co-founder of Ora-Ora, is also co-founder of the Hong Kong Art Gallery Association, which has played a lead role in nurturing the diverse and thriving art ecosystem in the city.

The Last Word Always Belongs to the Mountain

A solo show by Stephen Thorpe
March 24 – April 26, 2025 (Opening on March 24)

Ora-Ora
101-107 Barrack Block, Tai Kwun
10 Hollywood Road, Central
Hong Kong

Art Basel Hong Kong

Ora-Ora Group Show at Art Basel Hong Kong (Booth 1B33)
March 26 – 27: VIP days (by invitation only)
March 28 – 30: public opening days

Art Basel Hong Kong
Booth 1B33, Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
1 Harbour Road, Wan Chai
Hong Kong
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